
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

What a month February has been. We’ve had close to 50 cm of the snow in the last week alone.  I want 
to publicly acknowledge our custodian Mr. Lapensee who has worked tirelessly to clear the snow so that 
everyone has a safe and clear path when they visit the school.   

 

All parents and visitors are reminded that  Severn has a number of families that use the designated 
accessibility parking spaces.  I want to thank all those who respect the importance of these spaces each 
and every day.  Unfortunately, these spaces are occasionally being used by people without accessible 
parking permits.  Please remember that only those with valid accessibility permits may park in these 
spaces.  While it may take a few minutes, we ask that you please ensure that you park in the appropriate 
spaces so that we can be inclusive towards everyone who visits our school.   

 

I want to remind everyone that there is no school this Friday as it is a professional activity day and no 
school on Monday as it is Family Day here in Ontario.  Also, the March Break this year will take place 
during the week of March 13 to March 17. Whether you will be leaving the city or staying right here in 
Ottawa, please remember to set aside at least 30 minutes a day to read with your child.  Before your 
child reads the story, ask them to predict what they think will happen after looking at the illustrations on 
the cover, title, and chapter titles.  Make sure you have them say, “I predict …” 
 

While they are reading, ask them what is happening in the story?  Remind them when their predictions 
are correct, and show them how the author had a different point of view when your child’s point of view 
was different.  Once they are finished reading, ask them questions like: 

“Who was your favourite character and why?”   “What would the story be like with/without him/her?”   
“Who is your least favourite character and why?”  “What would the story be like with/without him/her 
and why?”  “If you could change one thing in the story, what would that be and why?”  Most of all—and 
this is the number one rule when it comes to reading—HAVE FUN! 
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Immunization Reporting 
 
In Ontario, children attending primary or secondary school must have proof of immunization against  
designated diseases. Parents are required to report all immunizations to Ottawa Public Health (OPH). Your 
health care provider does not report immunizations to OPH on your behalf. Under the requirements of the 
Immunization of School Pupils Act OPH has the authority to suspend students from school who have  
incomplete immunization records. The first phase of notification letters to parents alerting them of missing 
documentation was sent out in November 2016, and the second letter is to be sent out February 16, 2017.  
Suspensions will commence on March 22, 2017.  It is very important to ensure that your child’s immuni-
zations are up to date.  
 
Updating Your Child’s Immunization Record: 
 
Any time your child receives an immunization you need to update your child’s record with Ottawa Public 
Health by: 
 
 Completing the on-line immunization reporting to OPH: www.ParentinginOttawa.ca/Immunization 
 Fax: 613-580-9660 
 Phone: 613-580-6744 TTY: 613-580-9656 
 

**If you have received a letter from OPH regarding missing or incomplete immunizations, please 
contact a nurse as soon as possible** 

 

 Reporting Student Absences  
 

A reminder to parents:  If your child will be absent from school, please call the 24 hour Attendance Line at  
613-829-0486.  Please leave a message including the child’s name, grade, teacher’s name, and reason for 
the absence from school. As per the OCDSB Safe Arrival policy, all student absences need to be reported 
to the office.  This also includes absences due to bus cancellations. Thank You in advance for calling to 
report your child’s absence.  

 

Pick-up and Drop-off of Students, and Late Arrivals  
For security reasons we ask that parents pick up their children from the office when school is in session. 
Please do not collect a child during the recess or lunch period without advising the office. If you plan to 
visit your child’s teacher or classroom, please make an appointment with the teacher and stop at the office 
to sign in to the school when you arrive. A note to the homeroom teacher advising of an early departure 
would help to ensure that your child is ready and waiting at the office when you arrive.  Students arriving 
late to school must be accompanied to the office  by a parent or guardian to sign in. Thank You! 



Kindergarten Registration Ongoing 
 
Both Junior and Senior Kindergarten at Severn Ave. Public School are  FULL-DAY programs.  

Children eligible for Junior Kindergarten must be 4 years old by December 31, 2017. Children eligible for 
Senior Kindergarten must be 5 years old by December 31, 2017. Students already in JK at Severn do not 
need to re-register for SK. Please bring your child’s proof of age in the form of a birth certificate, baptismal 
certificate, registration of birth card, or passport. Please note that registration cannot be completed 
without one of these forms of identification. Registration forms are available in the school office or can be 
printed from the OCDSB website by visiting www.ocdsb.ca.  Click on the Parent tab and then Registration.  

 

Registering now will help us with our planning for next year. Please drop into the school office to register—
Hope to see you soon!  

Toonie Tuesday—Tuesday February 28 
 

Each year, the Education Foundation of Ottawa (EFO) holds a fundraising day across the Ottawa-Carleton 
District School Board known as Toonie Tuesday. This year Toonie Tuesday takes place on Tuesday 
February 28.  The Education Foundation of Ottawa is a registered charity that provides financial aid to 
students in the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board. The Foundation works with teachers, principals and 
social workers to help remove economic barriers to successful learning. Last year Severn Students  
generously donated to the foundation raising $166!  The Education Foundation has assisted Severn Avenue 
PS in the past, so we are thrilled to have the opportunity to give back again this year. For more information  

Please visit www.educationfoundationottawa.ca 

Every $1 invested in the Education Foundation goes directly to support critical student needs. 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 
 

February  17  PA Day—No School for students 

February 20  Family Day—No School for students 

February  22  Term 1 Report Cards go home 

February 24              Monthly Awards Assembly @ 2:45pm—parents are welcome!  

February 28  Toonie Tuesday 

February 28  Read to Succeed with Ottawa 67s—Grades 1 –3 

March 13—17  March Break—No school for students 

April  14   Good Friday—No school for students 

April 17  Easter Monday– No school for students 

 

 



Dressing for Outdoor Play 
Fresh air and exercise play a very important role in a child’s growth and ability to concentrate and learn.  
Therefore, we will ensure that all children go outside to play during their recesses.  
Only in extreme weather conditions, such as heavy rain or severe cold, will 
students be kept inside the school for recess.  

Many children have been coming to school without proper outdoor winter 
clothing.   

Please ensure that your child wears a hat, mittens, winter boots and snowpants to 
school.   

Inclement Weather — School Transportation Cancellations 
On mornings when weather and road conditions make transportation 

unsafe, please listen to local radio stations for transportation cancellations 
or school closures. Information is also posted to the following: 

www.ocdsb.ca 

ottawaschoolbus.ca 

OCDSB Facebook or Twitter page 

When the busses are not running and the schools remain open, teachers and 
staff will be in attendance. If parents choose to drive their children to school, they must remember to pick 
them up promptly at the end of the school day (3:45p.m.) When there are no buses in the morning, 
there are no buses for the rest of the day. If you are not sending your children to school, please 
phone the Attendance line at 613-829-0486. This applies on days when buses are cancelled. Thank 
You.  

 Pizza Days 
Pizza Days are on Mondays at the first nutrition break.  Students must bring their money 
($2.50 per slice of cheese pizza) in to school by Thursday morning to order pizza for the 
following Monday. If you prefer, you can pre-pay for the entire month. Sending in exact 
change would be much appreciated.  Money raised from this fundraiser will go towards 
helping subsidize the Grade 6 end of year field trip, supplemental programming, and/or 
technology initiatives. *Please Note: There will be no pizza on days that school bus 

transportation is cancelled. If pizza day is postponed due to inclement weather, pizza day will take 
place the following day.  

********************************************************************************** 
REKSAP Centres for Early Learning 

 Licensed non-profit childcare program for preschool, kindergarten, school age 

 Registered Early Childhood Educators 

 Operates Monday to Friday, twelve months of the year -7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

 Location:  Severn Avenue Public School, 2553 Severn Avenue 

 Full-day child care during March Break, P.D. days and summer 

 Subsidies available— Please call 613-828-3039 for more information  

 Orllie Gogolin Director   www.reksap.org 

 



 

 Learning Through Play at Severn Avenue Public School  

  

We’d like to invite you to our Parenting and Family Literacy Centre! 

At Severn School, Monday to Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., there is a drop-in centre for parents, 
grandparents, caregivers and their children from birth through kindergarten age. 

You and your children will learn together with toys, books, art activities, music, puzzles and games. It’s a 
great opportunity to spend time with your children while they learn how to play with others and get ready 
for math and reading.  The program is free and there is a snack served every day.  You’ll meet other fami-
lies and have a chance to talk to the facilitator about your child’s development. 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

Congratulations to Naser Al Zafiri winner of last month’s draw!  
 

Answer all 6 questions correctly and your name will be entered into a draw for a $20 gift card from  

Chapters. 

 

1.  What Fundraising event takes place on February 28?:_______________________________________ 

 

2.  Name one way in which to report immunizations to Ottawa Public Health:_______________________ 

 

3.  Term 1 Report Cards will be sent home on what date?:______________________________________ 

 

4. What is our student absence line phone number?: ______________________________Thank You for 
calling to report your child’s absence!  

 

5. What occurs March 13—17? _____________________________________ 

 

6. Name one question you can ask your child when he/she has finished reading a story?:_______________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Your child’s name: _________________________________ 

Your name: _______________________________________ 

Please cut off this section and return it to your child’s teacher to be entered into this month’s draw!  


